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Biography.  Ph.D. Sociology, University of California – Santa Barbara (1994).  Former Visit-
ing Professor at Wesleyan University.  Research and Teaching focusing on the development of 
Asian American communities, race and ethnic relations, and the impact of religion on immigra-
tion.  Current member and former President of the Association for Asian American Studies 
(1999 – 2002).  Social Science Department Chair (1998 – 2002).  My most recent publication is 
a manuscript titled: On the Corner of Bliss and Nirvana:  the Intersection of Religion, Politics 
and Identity in New Immigrant Communities (forthcoming, 2008, Duke University Press) edited 
with Lois Lorentzen, Kevin Chun, and Joanquin Gonzalez. 
 
Activities.  As a Salzburg Fellow, I developed and taught a course on Global Citizenship to 
GATE (gifted and talented education) students at Sherman Oaks Community Charter School in 
San Jose.  I am working with a Salzburg Scholar to modify this course and to offer it again in the 
future.  In addition, I would like to modify and expand that course and to offer it in the Global 
Studies Program in the near future.  I am a member of the Steering Committee for the Salzburg 
Program (2007 – current) and Chair the Selection Committee for 2008 Fellows. 
 
Interests.  To create study abroad opportunities for students and faculty in Southeast Asia and 
to help develop a global citizenship curriculum for SJSU.  I am particularly interested in how to 
develop and facilitate global understanding in younger children and how globalization impacts 
their future.   
 


